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Martha Childress will come back to USC for the fall semester after six months of recuperating after being hit by a stray bullet in Five Points.
Starting over
Childress to return to campus, 
wants to be known for who she is
Hannah Jeffrey
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
artha Childress heads of f the 
elevator on the fi rst fl oor of Russell 
House and wheels herself toward 
Pandini’s. There’s a handicap door to get onto the 
patio outside, but it doesn’t open when the silver 
button is pushed. Someone holds the door open for 
her instead, and she wheels herself out. 
“It’s gonna get bricky,” she tells her mom, Pam 
Childress Johnson, as she readies herself to get up 
the ramp and onto Greene Street. She gets to the 
top of the hill, and she’s breathing a bit heavier 
when she pauses and looks at her mom.
‘Yup, that’s a pain.’
It’s been six months since a stray bullet struck 
Martha’s spine, leaving her paralyzed from the 
waist down and taking her out of her fi rst semester 
of college.
It’s been six months, but Martha will tell you it 
has felt like a lifetime. 
She’s been coming to Columbia at least once a 
week for doctor’s visits, university appointments 
and chapter meetings for her sorority. But in four 
months, she’ll return to campus for far longer than 
a few hours.
‘BACK WHERE SHE NEEDS TO BE’
She got into every college she applied to senior 
year, and some were much closer to home. But 
Martha made it clear that she had no intention to 
transfer and would return to USC as soon as she 
could.
And next semester, that’s exactly what she’ll do. 
“We’re getting her back to where she needs to 
be,” Pam says. “We had options, but this is where 
her support system is.” 
And that support system is extensive.
When Martha left campus in October, she didn’t 
just leave behind a few friends she made in her fi rst 
two months of college. She left behind hundreds of 
classmates, hallmates, sorority sisters and teachers; 
the community rallied around her, even though she 
wasn’t in Columbia to see it. 
‘ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS’
She still doesn’t remember much from that night. 
All of a sudden she was on the pavement, and at 
fi rst she assumed she tripped over her feet and fell 
over. After all, she says, she’s always been clumsy.
But then she realized she couldn’t get back up.
The following week is still a blur. She was rushed 
to Palmetto Health Richland hospital that night. 
When she got out of surgery, she told her parents 
she couldn’t feel her legs. 
“I think probably the most challenging as a 
parent is just seeing your child hurt and feeling like 
there’s not anything you can do to stop it,” Pam 
says.
M a r t h a  t h e n 
w e n t  t o  t h e 
Shepherd Center, 
a  rehabi l it at ion 
facility in Atlanta 
t hat  foc use s  on 
spina l  cord a nd 
brain injuries. 
She  h ad  b een 
o n  h e r  o w n  a t 
s c ho o l  f o r  t wo 
months. Now, she 
had to adhere to 
a rigid, physically 
d e m a n d i n g 
schedule to learn 
how to do things 
that had once been second nature.
“It was one of the hardest things I’ve ever had 
to go through,” she says. “You’re just running 
back and forth all day and you barely get a break. 
Finally, when it’s nighttime, all you want to do is 
just eat, shower and pass out in your bed.”
Her days were full of physical therapy sessions, 
where she pushed her body to its limits to get 
stronger. She learned how to get accustomed to 
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“I have an opinion, I 
have a voice and I’m 
going to be heard. 
Someone has to do 
it. I guess it’s going 
to be me.” 
— Martha Childress
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Utility’s profi ts rise
after wintery weather
GOP to candidate: Don’t 
call yourself a Republican
Search crews fi nd body 
in Congaree River
Search crews found a man’s body in the Congaree 
River on Thursday, The State reported. 
Capt. Robert McCullough of the Department of 
Natural Resources said that the body has not been 
identified yet, but search crews were in the area 
looking for the body of a man who jumped off the 
Gervais Street bridge about two weeks ago. 
Witnesses at the Riverwalk in West Columbia 
reported that they heard a splash and saw a man 
fl oating in the river’s current shortly after 10 a.m. on 
April 10.  Rescue workers then began searching the 
area by water, air and land.
McCullough said that authorities are not making 
assumptions at this point and that the Richland 
County coroner identify the body. 
 — Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor 
South Carolina’s cold winter increased earnings 
for the owner of South Carolina Electric & Gas 
Co. by 28 percent in the fi rst quarter, The Post 
and Courier reported. 
SCANA Corp., the Cayce-based utility, saw its 
fi rst-quarter profi ts rise to about $193 million, or 
$1.37 per share. Revenue for the fi rst three months 
of the year totaled $1.59 billion, which was higher 
than the $1.28 billion analysts expected. 
Jimmy Addison, executive vice president and 
chief financial officer, said that the jump owed 
largely to a cold start to the year. Earnings at 
SCE&G, a subsidiary of SCANA, rose 40 percent. 
 — Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor 
The state Republican Party is asking a candidate 
for governor to stop referring to himself as a 
Republican in his campaign ads, The State reported. 
Tom Ervin, of Greenville, withdrew from the 
GOP primary for governor so that he could run as a 
petition candidate instead, saying that he wanted to 
give himself more time to share his message. 
Chairman Matt Moore said at a Thursday news 
conference that the state party had sent Ervin a 
letter asking him to “cease and desist” from referring 
to himself as a member of the party, saying his 
portrayal of himself as a Republican candidate could 
potentially confuse voters. 
Moore said that if Ervin refuses to stop, S.C. GOP 
will consider its legal options. 
 — Sarah Martin, Assistant News Editor 
the “little quirks” in her daily routine, now with 
her wheelchair, in occupational therapy. And in 
recreational therapy, she put the physical work and 
those quirks together. 
“I like to paint and draw, so we would take things 
like practicing balancing, and I’d have to balance 
while I was painting,” she says. “It’s just combining 
things that you like to do. They all really go together 
seamlessly.”
‘I MISSED BEING HERE’
She was making progress physically, but Martha still 
felt stuck. 
She went from being completely independent for 
the fi rst time in her life to being watched around the 
clock by her parents, doctors and therapists — not to 
mention anyone who Googled her name.
“I just missed being a part of the college. I missed 
being here and feeling like a college student,” she says. 
“I just missed fi nally feeling like an adult and being 
independent. Having to cook your own food and get 
your own groceries and do your own laundry, things 
that seem like such a hassle are the things that I really 
missed.”
She missed her independence, but at the same time, 
she felt alone.
She says she felt alienated, since she wasn’t in the 
same environment as the friends she had just made. 
She wasn’t on campus with her classmates, she wasn’t 
at her sorority house with her sisters and she wasn’t in 
West Quad with her roommate.
She even saw a few of her friends take a back seat and 
indicate that they didn’t want to play a part in her life.
“That’s obviously hard to feel like you’re losing 
friends,” she says. “But it lets you know who really 
cares about you. The people who really care about 
me and want to help me are the people who keep me 
going.”
She knew she had those people around her. But 
she missed going out to dinner with her friends. She 
missed sorority functions and football games. She even 
missed going to class, since she had to drop almost all 
of them. 
STAYING CONNECTED
She took a few online classes while she was in 
rehab, so she didn’t fall too far behind. But it wasn’t 
the same as being on campus.
“I really like being in a room with other students 
and having those interactions and having face-to-
face interactions with your teachers,” she says. “I 
think it’s easier for me to understand what’s going on 
and to learn compared to just staring at a computer 
screen.”
There was one class she stayed in: University 101.
Nathan Strong, Martha’s U101 professor, 
made sure Martha stayed in the loop with his 
curriculum by Skyping her into class twice a week. 
MARTHA • Continued from 1
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Martha drives her new car with a lever on the steering 
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It’s true that America leads the world in 
exactly two categories: largest military and 
highest percentage of population in jail. The 
latter could owe to the U.S.’s dual sovereignty, 
which allows states to hold their own laws and 
requires citizens to also abide by federal laws. 
Some states enforce laws like the three-
strikes law in California, where criminals 
conv ic ted of  a  felony a f ter  t wo pr ior 
convictions are put in jail for 25 years or 
more. It’s a seemingly good law when a sex 
offender or violent criminal is put away, but 
unfortunately, it has caught other criminals in 
its large net, like Leandro Andrade, who stole 
$153 worth of videotapes from two Kmarts. 
Because it was his third offense, he’s in jail for 
50 years. 
Yes, it is wrong to steal. But if the state 
is going to require compensation from the 
individual anyway, why not keep 
him out of jail while he tries to 
repay his debt? Why throw him 
in jail with countless murderers 
and violent offenders?
This quest ion a lso easi ly 
appl ies to the thousands of 
victims of mandatory minimum 
sentences in our prisons across 
the country. Laws are beginning 
to err on the side of forgiveness 
for those who l ike to carr y 
amounts of weed larger than the 
minimum sentencing requirements. However, 
taxpayer money has been feeding and clothing 
nonviolent drug offenders for far too long. 
Yahoo News published an interview this 
week with an official in President Barack 
Obama’s administration that said, “Obama ... 
wants to use his previously dormant pardon 
power as part of a larger strategy to restore 
fairness to the criminal-justice system.” The 
official also talks about how Obama could 
help “hundreds, perhaps thousands of people 
locked up for nonviolent drug crimes by the 
time he leaves offi ce.” 
This means that men and women — people 
with families and futures who also happen 
to enjoy partaking in what people are fi nally 
beginning to classify as a harmless recreational 
drug — will be able to return to their families 
and get on with their lives rather than being 
a drain on tax dollars and being forced to live 
with violent prisoners. 
The war on drugs has drawn on for far too 
long. The war on drugs is a war on people, 
American people who have paid with their 
lives — some by death in the fi ght and some 
wasting away in a jail cell. These people aren’t 
thanked and honored like veterans; they’re 
marginalized or pushed aside and forgotten 
about. 
Our last three presidents have admitted 
drug use (whether we choose to believe they 
inhaled or not). There is a page on Wikipedia 
that lists all of the admitted marijuana users in 
Congress and the Senate — about half of them 
—  and we trust these people to represent and 
protect us every day.
We drained our resources trying to absolve 
this nation of drugs, yet we are witnessing 
some states generate millions of dollars by 
legalizing pot.
We can make money off of something 
inherently harmless; it could be used to help 
veterans suffering from PTSD or people 
suffering hourly seizures rather than what it 
has been doing: forcing nonviolent Americans 
into jail cells, where the rest of us are required 
to pay for their stay.  
For better or worse, it often 
takes a t ragedy to recognize 
certain aspects of the world around 
us. Just as so many tragedies have 
changed how we see the world, 
Martha Childress getting shot 
last fall brought safety concerns in 
Five Points to the fore.
We saw leader s  f rom t he 
u n i v e r s i t y,  c i t y  a n d  s t a t e 
government and the community 
rally to search for answers to 
violence in Columbia, for ways to 
make sure all of us can work, live 
and play safely.
As we continue to work through 
those big-picture questions, let’s 
not forget the details of how 
Childress and all of us transition 
back to normalcy, as a community 
and as individuals.
Now that the unimaginable has 
happened, we are forced to take 
a look at how we operate day-to-
day. Put another way, are we as 
a community cognizant of the 
challenges others face? And are 
we doing enough to support them?
We have been asking: Does Five 
Points have enough police offi cers 
walking the streets at night? Are 
we doing enough to prevent or 
mitigate the kind of misery that 
drives people into gangs?
But  let ’s  not  forget  ot her 
questions: Does every door have 
a handicap-accessible but ton 
that works? As individuals and 
a  com mu n it y,  a re  we doing 
everything we can to offer help to 
those who might need it?
Questions like those can seem 
trivial, but the details add up to, 
and they’re the pieces that make 
others’ experiences at Carolina.
Issues of accessibility have been 
around long before Childress was 
hurt last fall, and they won’t cease 
to be a concern. They call for a 
different way of looking at the 
world around us, conscious of 
events and societal norms that are 
essential for a functioning society, 
even if they don’t directly affect 
the lives of everyone.
Changing the way we think 
about the world, considerate of 
everyone instead of the majority, 
isn’t easy to do. It requires both 
empathy and effort. It requires 
those who aren’t discriminated 
against to think about those who 
are. It requires us to try to see the 
world the way others see it and 
be proactive to make theirs an 
equitable reality.
Again, this isn’t easy. In so 
many issues, we have reacted to 
tragedy, failing to prevent them in 
the fi rst place. Doing so requires 
monumental effort and constant 
vigilance.
W hen Childress returns to 
USC this year, she deserves to face 
as few obstacles as possible, just as 
all 30,000 of us do. 
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CORRECTIONS
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
USC must provide full accessibility
Paper’s lessons apply to all
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, 
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com 
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
View point s page is to st imulate 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community. All published 
authors are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should 
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be 
200 to 300 words in length and include 
the author’s name, year in school and 
area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
A l l  s ubm i s s ion s  b e come t he 
property of The Daily Gamecock and 
must conform to the legal standards of 
USC Student Media.
Obama’s stance
on ‘drug war’ 
right way to go
Jailing non-violent off enders 
costly to government, individuals
ISSUE 
Martha Childress is returning 
to USC, highlighting issues of 
equal access to facilities.
OUR STANCE 
The campus is accessible, 
but we can do better.
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“When Childress returns to USC this year, she 
deserves to face as few obstacles as possible, 
just as all 30,000 of us do. ”
A few days ago, someone asked 
me what it feels like to be in my 
last week at The Daily Gamecock. 
Truth is, I don’t know. I probably 
won’t until well after this column 
goes to print.
In literal terms, I’ve been on 
staff three years. But thinking 
back, the newspaper and the 
university have packed in so 
much that it feels much longer. 
By now, I’m probably overdue for 
a mid-life crisis.
That time has taught me a 
lot, most of it the sort of thing 
that you won’t learn in class; no 
professor could teach the trial-
by-fi re way The Gamecock does 
and keep a job. There’s chaos, 
there’s a group of people fi guring 
out how to handle it and, by some 
miracle, there’s a newspaper every 
day.
Those lessons have taught me 
a great deal about how to report 
and edit, but they’ve also guided 
my life outside the newsroom, 
too — whatever of it there is left.
The improbable thing will 
happen, probably at the worst 
t ime. The Daily Gamecock 
deserves its own corollary to 
Murphy’s law: A writer will tell 
you at 10:30 p.m. that he didn’t 
write an article you were banking 
on. You’ll give up on rationalizing 
with InDesign and just pray the 
damn pages export. There will 
be two crippling snowstorms in 
the four months you’re in charge 
of running a newspaper. But the 
paper still has to send, and you’ll 
fi gure it out. You just might end 
up leaving the Russell House at 
7 a.m.
People will notice the thing 
you gave no thought to. Perhaps 
t h a t ’ s  a  t w e e t 
about  Pres ident 
Ha r r i s  Pa s t ide s 
storming the court. 
Or maybe it ’s  a 
crossword puzzle 
t h a t  s o m e h o w 
didn’t print right. 
A great, old-school 
editor at The Post 
and Courier once 
told me to “write 
every article like it’s going 1A,” 
landing a spot on the front 
page. He was right; no one ever 
regretted taking the time to do 
something well.
You should probably just say 
yes. Yes to the editor who needed 
someone to go on a fl ight with a 
stunt pilot, even though you’re 
terrified of heights. And yes to 
the other one, who wanted to 
grab Beezer’s and a drink even 
though you have class in the 
morning. You’ll remember that 4 
a.m. Stella Artois a lot better than 
Boolean logic or calculus.
It’s better to be fair than 
fl ashy. The best praise a reporter 
can get is that an article was fair, 
and there’s not a lot worse than 
hearing that a source appreciated 
a story or that it helped a cause; 
that of ten means there was 
another perspective that wasn’t 
represented. Trying to appease 
ever yone rarely works, and 
throwing punches for no reason 
doesn’t do much good. But being 
up-front and equitable will earn 
respect.
Have a good reason. The best 
journalists — and people — I 
know aren’t motivated by their 
résumés, their paychecks or their 
infl uence; they’re motivated by an 
urge to make their communities 
better. Whatever it is you do, do 
it with that in mind.
Journalists can catch a lot of 
flack from sources and readers: 
for being too negative, or too 
favorable; for going too far, or not 
far enough.
But I don’t think any of them 
could fault the motivation that 
drives the industry — and The 
Daily Gamecock: that readers and 
communities are better off when 
they’re well informed, whether 
that’s about what USC is doing 
and what it means, or it’s about 
what’s happening in the city’s 
art community and the athletic 
department.
That’s what I admire about 
journalism. And after three often-
stressful, sometimes-bizarre and 
always-fulfi lling years, that’s what 
I admire about the staff of The 
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Thursday marked an annual 
celebration of a district Columbia 
res ident s  now assoc iate  w it h 
thriving city life, even the cultural 
heart of Columbia. The capital 
city’s art scene was out and about 
in the Vista for the 23rd-annual 
Vista Art Crawl. 
But it wasn’t always that way 
for the Vista. About 30 years ago, 
the area was shabby, and rent was 
low. Affordable prices provided 
the opportunity for many artists 
and art gallery owners to sweep 
in and begin establishing what is 
now a highlight of the city, where 
festivals like this weekend’s Artista 
Vista can show of f a group of 
artists that are now fl ourishing. 
Brian Pyle, a local art ist and 
graduate of the Savannah College 
of Art and Design, held a display 
tent right outside The Art Bar on 
Thursday. He considers himself 
very familiar with Columbia’s art 
scene.
“ I ’ve  b e e n  do i n g  out do or 
fest ivals for eight years” Pyle 
said. “This one here is my third 
year. It’s good exposure because 
everyone here is for the arts. I 
get to meet USC students and 
different groups of people. I’ve 
had my work displayed here in 
the Vista and all over the eastern 
seaboard.”
W hile celebrat ing the local 
art scene, Thursday’s Art Crawl 
also displayed how broadly rooted 
Columbia’s art is becoming, with 
European artists now playing a 
more prominent role.
W i m Roef s  s t a r ted  I f  A r t 
Gallery in 2006. On Thursday, 
Roefs’ gallery hosted artists Klaus 
Hartmann and Reiner Mahrlein, 
who were there to unveil their 
new public art sculpture at the 
Vista Greenway. Hartmann and 
Mahrlein are from Kauserslautern, 
Germany, one of Columbia’s sister 
cities.
“They’re staying at my place. 
I  make t hem break fast  ever y 
morning,” Roefs said. “You think 
I ’m k idding, but I ’m not. I ’m 
from the Netherlands, but I got 
to know them when an exchange 
here started, and they got involved 
in the art scene. I represent them 
here, plus three other artists from 
Kauserslautern.”
Roefs said it’s important to bring 
international artists to Columbia 
so that the city can open up and 
connect with the world around it.
“ You  w a nt  t o  e x p a nd  t he 
horizons of what is available in 
terms of art.” Roefs said. “Literally 
by gett ing people from farther 
away but also the kind of art they’re 
making. It brings something to 
the art scene that would not be 
here in the kind of aesthetics that 
they deal with in their art and with 
their quality.” 
Those par t ic ipat ing in t he 
Artista Vista festival hope to open 
some eyes and turn some heads as 
they gain exposure around town. 
The support from the public has 
helped build what has become a 
thriving Vista area.
“[We’re here] to actually get a 
different crowd, the people who 
might not come to a gal lery.” 
Roefs said.“It’s a bigger event. The 
people that come out because the 
weather is good. You do get people 
out that usually don’t come here. 
Of all these people who come here, 
most won’t buy something, but a 
few of them will.”
Roefs has high expectations that 
Hartmann and Mahrlein’s new 
sculpture will help get Columbia’s 
public art scene out to the masses.
“It ’s  easi ly  one of  t he best 
sculptures in Columbia. It raises 
the bar on what can be done,” he 
said. “A cultural exchange like that 
brings an excitement to Columbia. 
I  t h in k t h is  place  has  rea l ly 
blossomed.” 
Funiest actor in fi lm history, 
true crime serial killer lovers, pet 
cemeteries featured in these gems
W USC-FM wil l wrap up the 
school year with burritos and live 
music at the th ird-consecut ive 
WUSC Jamboree at El Burrito on 
Saturday. 
The daylong burrito bash kicks 
off with MyBrother MySister at 1 
p.m., followed by nine other bands. 
Electro-pop headliners Vacationer 
w i l l  t a ke  t he  s t age  at  9  p .m. 
Admission is $8 at the door.
“It’s a lot of really talented bands 
for a really cheap price — less than 
$1 per band,” said Kate Appelbaum, 
WUSC’s current station manager 
and a third-year public relations 
student. “It’ll be a great way to hang 
out, have good food and good music 
and fi nish out the year.”
In addition to Vacationer, who 
performed on campus for the Sperry 
Vacationland Tour last month, the 
event includes local favorites like 
self-professed “bipolar rockers” 
MyBrother MySister and rapper 
FatRat Da Czar . 
In between the big line-up and 
the authentic Mexican cuisine, the 
Jamboree should have something for 
every taste.
“I’m really excited about the line-
up,” Appelbaum said. “We’re hoping 
st udents who saw [ Vacat ioner] 
perform at Vacationland will come 
out again. We’ve also got Heyrocco 
— defi nitely a local favorite — and 
FatRat Da Czar with that hip-hop 
element.”
Applebaum said that this year, 
WUSC worked to add big-name 
artists to the show without alienating 
the “traditional local crowd.”
“One thing we’ve been trying to 
do is bring in bigger headliners and 
not necessarily just local artists,” she 
said. “We’ve got bands with a more 
national draw as well as local fl avor.” 





Rejuvenated district becomes 
epicenter of both international, 
Columbia-area art galleries 
Vacationer will headline 
daylong music festival




WUSC hosts 3rd Jamboree
Everyone has seen “The Godfather” and 
“Stars Wars.” (If you haven’t, rectify that 
immediately. Forget your fi nal exams.)
But what about other, lesser-known 
greats? Here are a few films I adore that 
many people have not seen:
“It’s a Gift” (1934) 
In the DVD set “W.C. Fields Comedy 
Favorites Collection” with nine of his other 
fi lms ($12.98 on Amazon) 
W.C. Fields is the best comic actor to 
ever appear in films, and his 68-minute 
fi lm “It’s a Gift” is the funniest fi lm ever 
made. He plays Harold Bissonette, a hen-
pecked husband, father and grocery store 
owner in New Jersey. His wife Amelia 
(Kathleen Howard, a former opera singer) 
constantly belittles Harold, his son Norman 
(Tommy Bupp) and daughter Mildred (Jean 
Rouverol) have no respect for him, and his 
life is one calamity after another. Harold’s 
dream is to buy an orange ranch out in 
California and take his family out there 
to live. The fi lm is chock-full of brilliant 
comic set pieces, including an extended 
scene where Harold tries to sleep outside 
on his porch and is interrupted by noisy 
neighbors, the milkman, runaway produce 
and a knife-wielding child upstairs. Some 
of the most hysterical lines in the fi lm are 
uttered by Fields under his breath, and it 
takes repeated viewing to catch all of them. 
Fields made a career out of showcasing the 
drudgery and nuisance of American life, 
and “It’s a Gift,” along with “The Bank 
Dick,” are his greatest achievements. One 
reason I adore the film, besides the fact 
that it makes me laugh out loud so much it 
hurts, is because one actually has empathy 
for Harold. In most of Fields’ fi lms, he is 
an alcoholic grouch who hates children, 
his wife and dogs, which are all true of his 
character in this fi lm, too, but Harold is not 
the louse or crook he is in other fi lms. He 
is usually to blame for the hardships and 
harassment he encounters. This married, 
working man is not a bad guy, but fate has 
decided to make everything an ordeal to 
him and comic gold for the audience. He 
wanted oranges, but life keeps giving him 
lemons.
“The Honeymoon Killers” (1969)
On Criterion Collection DVD, Hulu 
Plus and Amazon Prime rental ($2.99). 
Leonard Kastle’s fi rst and only fi lm is a 
black-and-white, low-budget crime drama 
based on the true story of the Lonely 
Hearts Killers. Raymond Fernandez (Tony 
Lo Bianco), a Spanish man, murdered as 
many as 20 women with his partner and 
lover Martha Beck (Shirley Stoler), an obese 
American nurse. While the fi lm looks like 
a drive-in exploitation film with lots of 
the action taking place in simple rooms — 
almost with an Ed Wood-level of production 
design — it is actually beautifully shot with 
amazing cinematography and lighting. The 
story and the main couple’s relationship are 
so odd that the fi lm is at times humorous, 
but the film is quite a disturbing look at 
serial killers, one of the best I’ve ever seen. 
Martin Scorsese actually began directing 
the fi lm but was quickly fi red because the 
producers did not have enough money for 
him to be a perfectionist. He spent hours 
trying to get a perfectly lit close-up of a 
coffee cup.
“Gates of Heaven” (1978) 
On Hulu Plus and Amazon Prime rental 
($2.99). 
Errol Morris’s debut documentary is 
about two pet cemeteries in California, 
but it is about so much more. It says more 
about death, loneliness, companionship, 
American priorities and business than 
most narrative dramas. What feels like 
a Christopher Guest mockumentary is a 
legitimate documentary about the people 
who run the cemeteries and the people 
who have their dogs, cats and other pets 
interred there. Quietly hilarious, bizarrely 
fascinating and oddly profound, “Gates of 
Heaven” is a baffl ing, remarkable work of 
art. Film critic Roger Ebert once ranked 
the film as one of the 10 best films ever 
made.
Courtesy of Vacationer
Electro-pop band Vacationer is set to open the 10-artist lineup for the WUSC Jamboree 2014 Saturday at El Burrito.
Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Elementary art school teacher Lily Todd displays her work at the 23rd-annual Vista Art Crawl on Thursday. Todd 
was joined by local artists as well as artists who traveled across the Atlantic to display their work in Columbia.













HOW TO LIVE UNITED:
JOIN HANDS. OPEN YOUR HEART.
LEND YOUR MUSCLE. FIND YOUR VOICE. 
GIVE 10%. GIVE 100%. GIVE 110%.
GIVE AN HOUR. GIVE A SATURDAY.
THINK OF WE BEFORE ME. 
REACH OUT A HAND TO ONE
AND INFLUENCE THE CONDITION OF ALL.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. 
LIVE UNITED™
Want to make a difference? Help create opportunities for everyone in your community. United Way 
is creating real, lasting change where you live, by focusing on the building blocks of a better life–
education, income and health. That’s what it means to Live United. For more, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.
The class originally met in South 
Quad, but relocated to the Osborne 
Administration Building, where the 
technology made keeping Martha in 
class easier.
For Martha, the communication 
with the class meant the world.
For Nat han,  it  seemed l ike a 
no-brainer. 
“I don’t th ink I d id any th ing 
extraordinary here,” Nathan says. “I 
assumed pretty much anyone would do 
it, so I said, ‘Sure, what do I do?’”
They kept in touch over email while 
she was in rehab, and Martha turned 
in her final on time with the rest of 
the class. 
“What I’ve noticed out of this whole 
experience with her, for somebody her 
age, she’s done a tremendous amount 
of ref lect ion and introspect ion,” 
Nathan says. “She understands who 
she is, where she wants to go and who 
she wants to be.”
Martha wants to be a peer leader as 
soon as she’s eligible, which works out 
well, because Nathan says he’s looking 
for a peer leader for next year. 
SUGGESTING SOLUTIONS
There are improvements to be 
made in Five Points, Martha says — 
more lighting is a simple thing, but 
could make a world of difference in a 
situation like she was in last October. 
But what she really wants to see is 
the police make a bigger shift away 
from underage drinking and toward 
gang violence.
“I want to see Five Points become a 
safer place in general,” she says. “The 
big thing is that there needs to be a 
shift in what’s the main priority.”
On her first visit back to campus, 
Martha met with university President 
Harris Pastides. They talked about her 
progress, what he could do to make the 
campus more accessible for her and her 
thoughts on safety in Five Points.
“It was nice feeling very involved in 
helping to make those changes,” she 
says. 
MAKING SOME ADJUSTMENTS
After last October, nearly every 
aspect of Martha’s life saw changes.
Her chair is custom-made; she 
designed it herself, so it’s just her size. 
There are no handles on the back, a 
testament to her independence. There 
were several colors to choose from, but 
she settled on white.
“I didn’t want it to clash with me,” 
she says. 
She can’t drive her old Chev y 
Trailblazer anymore. Now, she drives 
a bright red Mini Cooper with white 
racing stripes. A University of South 
Carolina decal sits above a Zeta Tau 
Alpha sticker on her back window.
“It’s my dream car,” she says as she 
admires the bright red car parked in a 
handicap spot behind the McKissick 
Visitor Center.
Her family had to redo their house. 
Martha now has an elevator to her 
bedroom on the second fl oor. She was 
not about to give up her mattress, she 
says, since she loves her mattress, but 
she had to get a lower bed frame that 
she could get into and out of. Her closet 
and bathroom are huge now, but she 
has no complaints there.
“I went into my brother’s room to 
get something the other day,” she says, 
laughing, “And I looked in his closet, 
and I was like, ‘Your closet sucks.’”
Martha is living off-campus next 
year, so that house needed renovations 
as well. Counters were lowered, and 
parking accommodations have been 
made. She’s living with her roommate 
from this year and a few other friends.
She’s excited, to say the least, about 
being in her own space again. 
‘THINGS ARE JUST GOING TO 
HAPPEN’
When she gets to Columbia in 
August, Martha will go through a lot 
of the same back-to-school motions as 
the rest of us.
She’ll unpack her things and set up 
her room. She’ll rush girls in sorority 
recruitment. She’ll figure out where 
her classes are and find the quickest 
path to get there. She’s a l ready 
mentally preparing herself for the 
construction on campus and the bricks 
on the Horseshoe.
“The bricks are not going to be fun, 
and this campus is so hilly. I’m going 
to have to start working out,” she 
says, as she looks down at her arms. 
“I’ll have to start lifting weights or 
something.”
W he n  M a r t h a  g e t s  b a c k  t o 
Columbia, she won’t be the same 
girl who moved into West Quad last 
August. It might sound crazy, but she 
says some good has come from her 
situation and it’s changed her for the 
better. 
“Before, I was extremely stubborn. 
I mean, I’m still stubborn. I think 
most girls are,” she says with a smile. 
“But I’m more willing to hear other 
sides to conversations, and I’m more 
appreciative of the things that I have, 
because things can be taken away from 
you so suddenly when you least expect 
it.”
Pam says she’s obviously nervous for 
her daughter to leave home once again, 
but Martha has proven to her that she’s 
ready.  
“She needs to get on with her life,” 
Pam says. “We have to look forward, 
and we can’t look back.”
Martha’s a little nervous, too. She’s 
a self-diagnosed control freak, and 
not knowing what’s going on is an 
automatic stressor. She has an idea of 
what this fall will bring, but she knows 
she won’t know how the chips are 
going to fall until she immerses herself 
in the environment once again. She 
feels like she’s starting over.
“It scares me that I have no control 
over what’s going to happen when I 
come back,” she says. “Things are just 
going to happen, and I’m just going to 
have to deal with it.”
DETERMINED TO BE MARTHA
 
To a lot of people — especially in 
Columbia — Martha is still the girl 
who got shot in Five Points.
“I don’t want to be known for that, 
because that’s not something I want 
to have to carry around for four years 
at this school,” she says. “I hope I get 
to the point where people stop saying, 
‘Oh, you’re the girl from Five Points’ 
and instead say, ‘Oh, you’re Martha!’” 
And if you ask her, she’ll tell you 
that’s exactly who she is.
She’s just Martha: a Greenville girl 
who loves “Grey’s Anatomy.” She has 
two dogs, Robbie and Brodie, and a 
little brother who actually missed her 
when she went to college. She may 
or may not have a bit of an online 
shopping addiction. 
And she’s determined. 
She’s determined to come back to 
USC in the fall. She’s determined 
to make the community safer. She’s 
determined to speak up and introduce 
herself as Martha to people who only 
know her by her situation.
“I have an opinion, I have a voice, 
and I’m going to be heard,” she says. 
“Someone has to do it. I guess it’s 
going to be me.” 
MARTHA • Continued from 2
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ACROSS
1 Spiced tea
5 Nerdy guy in
“Meatballs”




15 Half up front?
16 Big wheel from
Holland?









25 “... if not cheaper”
28 Flip
32 Eats more of than
is wise, with “on”













































6 He ruled jointly







9 Vacation for the
self-employed?
10 Secretary of state
after Albright









29 Duff Beer server
30 Concert venue
31 Not gross














44 Dench of “Iris”
46 Leader with a
shoestring
budget?





























on April 30Th. at 11pm. for free.
It's at the grand market place, too.
Just bring your carolina card
APRIL 29 – MAY 7
Study
De-stress before the test.
PHD • JORGE CHAM THE SCENE
EMPLOYMENT
Client Service Representative 
Dovetail Insurance, an INC 500 fastest growing company, is 
currently hiring for the Agent Service Representative position in 
its Columbia, SC office.  CSRI will be responsible for agent sign 
up and appointment, license and insurance verification, and agent 
service.  
Duties may include:
Assisting agents in quoting insurance policies, training agents 
on policy features and benefits, imputing client data into client 
administration systems and processing agent sign ups in 
accordance with carrier, company, and state requirements.
 
Successful candidates will have experience in a customer service 
position.  College degree required.  Current SC producer license 
preferred, but not required.  Candidates must pass a drug and 
background check.  Competitive Salary and Benefits.
 
Forward resume with cover letter to: tmay@dovetailinsurance.com.
www.gandbmagazine.com
Aries 
You’re  rewa rded for 
st ick ing to the rules. 
Work  benef i t s  f rom 
structure. The money’s 
available. Focus attention 
on home and family, and 
talk your plans over with a 
trusted coach. Rely on an 
experienced player. Hold 
yourself to high standards. 
Follow your heart.
Taurus  
Creative work leads to 
unexpected benefi ts. Rely 
on a friend’s experience, 
and learn f rom their 
m is t a kes .  A sk  tough 
questions. Make peace 
with what’s so. You can 
get what’s needed. Find 
beauty in your own back 
yard. Add to it by tending 
you r  g a rden .  I nv i t e 
someone over.
Gemini 
Set long-range goals. 
Work you really like pays 
the best. Friends offer 
good advice. Evaluate 
the potential carefully. 
Discipl ined ef forts at 
home and work bear fruit. 
Seek harmony and express 
love, through both actions 
and words. Get organized, 
and involve your network.
Cancer 
Relaxat ion helps you 
dea l  w it h  work place 
compl icat ions.  Don’t 
worry about the money 
or spend extravagantly 
(but a little treat is fi ne). 
Study options, and send 
out for whatever you need. 
You’re extra attractive. 
A romantic adventure 
tempts.  Get del iver y 
service and work from 
home.
Leo 
D i s c i p l i n e d  e f f o r t s 
achieve your goals. Follow 
your schedule and take 
care with details. There’s 
no magic involved. Your 
partner provides needed 
resources. Quality old is 
better than cheap new. 
Payback brings lovely 
rewards .  G ood news 
comes f rom far away. 
Share a celebratory meal.
Virgo 
Share a pleasant surprise 
with a partner. It’s better 
with expert assistance, 
f o c u sed  e f for t s  a nd 
coordination. A friend 
helps  you keep you r 
word for a benef ic ia l 
outcome. Push your own 
boundaries. Romance 
e n t e r s  t h e  p i c t u r e 
unbidden. Sing out, at 
least in the shower.
Libra 
There’s money coming 
in, yet your frugal it y 
i m p r e s s e s  s o m e o n e 
i m p o r t a n t .  Y o u r 
reputation precedes you. 
Make time available to 
consider a collaboration. 
Handle basic needs fi rst, 
then go for the prize. Poll 
your friends and relations, 
and get a partner involved. 
It could get harmonious.
Scorpio 
C r e a t i v e  p l a n n i n g 
resolves a practical issue. 
Fam i ly and f u n t ake 
priority. It’s a good time 
to ask for money. Do more 
than requested. An older 
person shows you how. 
Practice your technique. 
Do what you did before 
that worked. Rely on an 
old friend.
Sagittarius 
Money talks (or at least 
whispers). A secret t ip 
leads to prof its. Offer 
encou r agement ,  a nd 
emphasize the fun side. 
Your fame travels far and 
wide, and you can get 
what you need. Words get 
farther than actions now. 
Handle basic practicalities 
fi rst.
Capricorn  
You’re making a good 
impression. Adapt the 
rules for workability. A 
female brings beauty into 
your home. Keep your 
promises, and do the 
shopping. Friends help 
fi nd the best deal. Provide 
well for your family and 
replenish your reserves. 
Make a decision you can 
live with.
Aquarius 
There’s plenty of work, 
and others count on you. 
Invest in something that 
makes the job easier. 
Update your appearance 
with a new cut or style. 
Let friends know what 
you need, and replenish 
supplies. Someone in your 
network has a solution. 
Share  you r  love  a nd 
appreciation.
Pisces 
Love gives you strength 
and inspiration. Creative 
efforts bear fruit, and a 
lucky break opens new 
doors. Accept a challenge 
if it pays well. Invest in 
your business to ensure 
you have needed supplies. 
Satisfy an obligation to 
your associates. A partner 
appreciates your efforts. 
TODAY
WE CAME AS ROMANS / BRIGADES / 
THE APPREHENDED 
7 p.m., $18 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
DADDY LION / RELEASE THE DOG / 
HECTORINA 
9 p.m., $5 
Conundrum Music Hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
TOMORROW
WEAVING THE FATE 
10 p.m., $5 
The Tin Roof, 1022 Senate St. 
ROB NANCE / LAZY A / THE GREEN 
THING FEATURING ADAM CORBETT 
8 p.m., $3 
The Red Door Tavern, 
134 1/2 State St. 
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Head baseball coach Chad Holbrook doesn’t think 
this weekend’s series against Alabama will make or 
break the Gamecocks’ chances of earning a national 
seed in the NCAA tournament.
But with the Crimson Tide coming to town with 
the SEC’s best record, the coach called this weekend’s 
three-game set the “biggest series of the year.”
“We certainly have our hands full with Alabama,” 
Holbrook said. “Speaking with a lot of coaches around 
the league, the feedback I get is they’re the most 
talented team in the league.” 
The Crimson Tide are ranked No. 18 by the ESPN/
USA Today coaches poll, but by many accounts, this 
weekend will be a top-10 meeting. Perfect Game, 
Baseball America and Collegiate Baseball all rank 
Alabama eighth in the country, while the Gamecocks 
cracked the top 10 in the ESPN/USA Today and 
Perfect Game rankings at No. 8 and 10, respectively. 
Alabama’s run to the top of the SEC has been a 
group effort. The Crimson Tide doesn’t rank in the top 
of virtually any of the signifi cant statistical categories, 
including batting average, hits, home runs, run or 
earned run average.
While Alabama’s success this season has surprised 
some, Holbrook said those close to the conference 
knew not to take the Crimson Tide lightly.
“It was on every coach in our league’s radar because 
of what they did last year,” Holbrook said. “We knew 
that they were going to be one of the top teams in the 
West.”
Alabama now leads the SEC’s western division. The 
Gamecocks occupy the No. 2 spot in the East, two 
games behind division leader Florida. 
When the two teams open up the series Friday, all 
signs indicate a pitchers’ duel between junior lefty 
Jordan Montgomery and Alabama’s ace, Spencer 
Turnbull. Both starting pitchers have earned fi ve wins 
in 10 starts, with Montgomery touting a 3.62 earned 
run average and Turnbull amassing a 2.14 mark. 
“Turnbull, the kid pitching (against South Carolina 
Friday), is electric,” Holbrook said. “He’s got great 
stuff; he’s a fi rst-round type Friday night guy in this 
league. We couldn’t manage a hit against him his 
freshman year here in 2012.”
Both Montgomery and Turnbull are coming off solid 
starts in their last time on the mound. Montgomery 
turned in a complete game four-hitter in a loss last 
weekend , and Turnbull struck out a career-high eight 
batters in 6 1/3 innings last Friday against Tennessee. 
From the plate, the Gamecocks are starting to see 
some ramped up production after a slump in which the 
South Carolina offense was anemic.
The Gamecocks have outscored their opponents 
21-5 on their current four-game winning streak, thanks 
in large part to junior Kyle Martin’s recent success. 
Martin has rattled off an 11-game hitting streak, 
including a career-high four hits in South Carolina’s 
last game against USC Upstate. 
“We’re kind of coming together, so hopefully that 
carries on,” Martin said. “Alabama’s a great team, 
and it’s going to be a tough weekend, so if we play the 
way we have been and play the way we can, we’ll pull 
through.”
Martin’s knee has been bothering him, but the 
ailment is nothing that will keep him out of any games 
this weekend.
Returning to the lineup for the series will be junior 
outfi elder Connor Bright, who has been dealing with 
an elbow injury, and junior catcher Grayson Greiner 
will also be active against Alabama after injuring his 
head Wednesday night.
Junior Elliott Caldwell and sophomore Max Schrock 
will remain sidelined with back injuries.
Though it’s just one series, this weekend’s set against 
Alabama could serve as a gauge for just how good 
this year’s South Carolina team is. A series victory 
would go a long way in securing a national seed for the 
Gamecocks, and it wouldn’t hurt their chances at an 
SEC title either.
“All in all, our kids are excited. They understand it’s 
a big weekend,” Holbrook said. “They’re excited about 
playing at home, in front of their fans. It should be a 
great atmosphere at Carolina Stadium.” 
Breezy conditions and fresh cut greens await the 
South Carolina men’s golf team as they travel to St. 
Simons Island, Ga., for the SEC tournament. 
The Gamecocks have been gearing up for the 
tournament all season and are getting ready to compete 
for a conference title.
“It’s our conference championship, so it speaks for 
itself,” head coach Bill McDonald said. “We have, 
arguably, the best conference in the country, and if that 
doesn’t get you fi red up to play for a conference title, I 
don’t know what will.”
Prior to this weekend’s tournament, the Gamecocks 
have finished in the top three in four of their last 
five tournaments. They are looking to keep that 
momentum going in Georgia.
“I think it’s been a really good year and we’ve done 
a really good job of preparing each week,” McDonald 
said. “Each player has taken ownership of his own 
game. I fully expect them to do that this weekend, and 
it shouldn’t be any different than what we’ve done in 
the past.”
In last year’s tournament, the winner was decided 
over the last nine holes, with South Carolina falling 
short to then-No. 2 Alabama. 
The team is using that nail-biting loss to help 
motivate them to stay focused on their goal.
“I think we all have to be patient. We can’t get ahead 
of ourselves,” McDonald said. “Last year, the people in 
the afternoon put up some low scores, so we went out 
the next day trying to do to the same, but in reality, we 
didn’t. We just have to stick to our game plan and not 
worry about what anyone else does.”
The No. 24 Gamecocks will face seven teams ahead 
of them in the rankings in the SEC tournament, 
including the top-ranked Crimson Tide. 
“The SEC is a very strong golf conference, and we 
know we can play with any team out there,” sophomore 
Will Starke said. “We had the lead on the 16th hole 
going into the last round last year. We can win, so I 
think we have to go out there and play our best.”
Since the team is competing against top-notch 
teams, McDonald said, patience will be the key to 
success. He said he doesn’t want his team to go after 
fl agstaffs aggressively and miss the hole completely.
If they don’t, he said the team has a good chance of 
contending for the title.
“The biggest thing is to be patient and get a couple 
good rounds under our belt,” McDonald said. “It gives 
ourselves a chance in the last round. There is nothing 
like being in contention in the last round like we were 
last year with nine holes to play.”
After fi nishing second last year and more quality 
performances this year, the Gamecocks are expecting 
a good weekend at the tournament.
The team took time off after their last tournament 
and returned to the course this week to get ready for 
the staunch competition they will be facing.
“It all starts with preparation,” Starke said. “I think 
everybody took some time off after we got back from 
Easter, but now we are practicing hard, and I expect 
everyone to have a good week.”
McDonald has cautioned his team, however, that an 
“off week” could mean a drop in how the team fi nishes, 
since they are playing in such a tough conference.
He told the story of how Florida, then the ninth-
ranked team in the country, finished 10th in the 
conference tournament last year.
That is a scenario he hopes the Gamecocks don’t 
expose themselves to this weekend.
“You never know,” McDonald said. “We have the 
kind of conference where if you have an off week, you 
could not fi nish real well. I expect the guys to be near 
the top fi ve, possibly the top three if they play well. 
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South Carolina driven by last year’s 
late-round loss to Alabama
Courtesy of USC Media Relations
Junior Caleb Sturgeon will lead a veteran group in the tournament against seven SEC teams that place in the top 25.
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Men’s golf seeks revenge at SEC tournament
Gamecocks to host SEC West
leader Alabama this weekend
